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culture. It is an attack, worthy of .Goths or Vandals,
upon the stronghold of the intellect. As such, we might
dismiss it. Lot us, however, remember that " poetry is
the companion of camps: 1 dare undertake, Orlando
Furioso or honest King Arthur will never displease a
soldier ; but the quiddity of ms and prima materia will
hardly agree with a corselet." Alexander on his Indian
campaigns loft the living Aristotle behind him,, but slept
with the dead Homer in his tent; condemned Callis-
thenes to death, but yearned for a poet to commemorate
his deeds. Lastly, they advance Plato's verdict against
poets, Plato, says Sidney, " I have ever esteemed most
worthy of reverence; and with good reason, since of all
philosophers ho is the most poetical." Having delivered
fchis sly thrust, he proceeds : "first, truly, a man might
maliciously object that Plato, being a philosopher, was
a natural enemy of poets." Next let us look into his
writings. Has any poet authorised filthiness more
abominable than one can find in the "Phaedrus" and
the " Symposium V9 tl Again, a man might ask out of
what commonwealth Plato doth banish them." It is in
sooth one where the community of women is permitted;
and " little should poetical sonnets be hurtful, when a
man might have what woman he listed." After thus
trifling with the subject, Sidney points out that Plato
was not offended with poetry, but with the abuse of it.
lie objected to the crude theology and the monstrous
ethics of the myth-makers. "So as Plato, banishing
the abuse not the thing, not banishing it, but giving
clue honour to it, shall be our patron and not our adver-
sary."

Once again he pauses, to recapitulate: OF u truth,
